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The fourth meeting of  the Poga – the Language Survival  Network (see below) took
place in Petrozavodsk, the capital of the Republic of Karelia, Russia.  With the same ap-
proach as the previous locations of the Poga symposia, Lovozero (Russia), Inari (Fin-
land) and Tartu (Estonia), also Petrozavodsk was chosen as the venue of the workshop
because of its intriguing linguistic past and present. In the Republic of Karelia Veps,
Karelian and Finnish are spoken as minority languages. This choice of location provided
the participants with a possibility to compare the linguistic situation of these languages
and the politics with minority languages and cultures on a grass-root level at this time in
the  Karelian  Republic.  Also  researchers  from  the  Karelian  Section  of  the  Russian
Academy of Sciences attended the symposium. 

The symposium was funded by the Kone Foundation as the third workshop contributing
to the book project  Equally Diverse? Comparing linguistic and cultural Minorities
in the Russian Federation and the European Union.

The symposium was organized by Janne Saarikivi and Reetta Toivanen with the as-
sistance of the network coordinator  Outi Pynnönen. The contribution of  Irma Mullo-
nen, director of the Institute of Linguistics, History and Literature, and Denis Kuzmin,
member of Poga Network and a researcher at the Karelian Research Center of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences was of great help. The symposium was held in the premises
of the Karelian Research Center. 

Altogether, 13 researchers from six different countries and representing different aca-
demic fields attended the symposium.

The aim of the symposium was to provide the framework for peer-reviewing the drafts
article for the edited volume on the state-of-the-art, development and revitalization of
the Russian and European minority language communities. 

During the two working days of the symposium, 12 article drafts which had been submit-
ted to all participants before the meeting, were reviewed and intensively discussed. 

The travel to Petrozavodsk is rather complicated: one part of the participants travelled
via St. Petersburg and took the train to Petrozavodsk whereas the majority came to
Helsinki and drove together with a rented minivan.
On Thursday January 5th, the day of the arrival, the Poga members met each other
over an informal dinner in the cozy near-by restaurant Neubrandenburg.  



The first working day of the workshop,  Friday the 6th,   was opened by Reetta Toivanen
and Janne Saarikivi (Helsinki). The current leaders of the Poga network introduced the
goals of the workshop: to peer-review all the submitted articles and deepen the knowl-
edge and understanding of the situation of Karelian and Veps cultures and languages in
the Russian Federation.

The first keynote speech was delivered by PhD, docent Lennard Sillanpää from Ottawa.
The topic of his presentation was Awakening Siberia: From marginalization to self-deter-
mination – the small indigenous nations of northern Russia on the eve of the millenni-
um. He illuminated the methods and the results of his research project with researchers
from the Russian Academy of Sciences on the indigenous issues among 24 indigenous
peoples’ communities in the Russian “North”.  In the project, he had several researchers
who all had the same questionnaires sent to the different indigenous nations to discuss
with them the economic situation, traditional livelihood, interethnic relations, language
and cultural issues and political situation. The research project produced a profoundly
important book which gives deep insight in to the state-of-affairs of indigenous nations
in today’s Russia. His project may serve as a guiding example for the future work in the
Poga network.  The participants of the conference were impressed by Sillanpää’s pre-
sentation and a lengthy and lively discussion followed it. 

After a short coffee break the participants started with the actual work of peer-reviewing
each other articles for the joint book Equally Diverse? Comparing linguistic and cul-
tural Minorities in the Russian Federation and the European Union.

During the first afternoon the following chapters were introduced by the authors and
then discussed in great detail in the group:

Chapter 1. Introduction: Global perspective to Equally Diverse (Michael Rießler, Janne
Saarikivi, Reetta Toivanen)

Chapter 2. The Death of Languages; The Death of Minority Culture; The Death of a
People’s Dignity: Implication for Democracy and the Commitment to Human Rights (Ted
Orlin) (not present, comments were sent to him by email).

Chapter  3.  The  Global  extinction  of  languages  and  its  consequences  for  cultural
diversity (Suzanne Romaine) (not present, comments were sent to her by email).

Chapter  4.  Chances  and  obstacles:  Revitalization  efforts  across  Sápmi  (Anna-Riitta
Lindgren) (not present, comments were sent to her by email). 

Chapter 5. The Small Indigenous Nations of Northern Russia (Lennard Sillanpää). The
comments and proposals were already made after Sillanpää’s presentation.

Chapter 6. Language policies and legal framework for functioning of minority languages
as official languages in the republics of Udmurtia and Mari El  (Konstantin Zamyatin)

The second keynote speech was delivered by Zinaida Strogalščikova, who works as
senior research associate at the Institute of Linguistics, History and Literature of the



Karelian  Research  Centre.  Her  paper  addressed  the  role  of  attitudes  in  preserving
minority  languages.  First  she  gave  a  very  interesting  review  on  the  impact  of
demographic  changes  on  the  sociolinguistic  situation  among  the  Veps  and  the
Karelians.  She  stressed  the  significance  of  the  internal  attitudes  of  the  minority
language community. She made the interesting point that surveys carried out by the
Karelian Research Centre do not  support  the argument  that  the lack of  support  for
minority languages would result from the antagonistic attitudes of the Russian majority,
even though republic officials often claim this. On the contrary, the majority of the ethnic
Russian  respondents  supported  taking  minorities  into  consideration  in  all  decision-
making.
In the evening, Indrek Jääts had arranged for a special delight: he had brought a docu-
mentary film directed by himself with him. The film “Permikomi sügis” dealt with the sta-
tus and political situation of Komi language in the Komi Permyak Autonomos Area. It
was a great opportunity for the participants of the workshop to be able to discuss a film
as topical as this one.

The evening ended in a local restaurant Kavkaz.

Next day, Saturday the 7th of January the group met early at the Research Center to
continue peer-reviewing the submitted chapters for the book.

During the morning the following chapters were presented and thoroughly discussed:

Chapter  7.  Sorbian  language  and  culture  in  the  21th  century  (Reetta  Toivanen),
unfinished manuscript.

Chapter 9. Permiak language falling ill in political draughts (Indrek Jääts)

Chapter 10. The way to literacy – how Kildin Saami, Dolgan and Forest Enets became
written languages (Florian Siegl / Michael Rießler)

Chapter 11. The impact of language rights on language revitalization: the case of the
Basque language (Xabier Arzoz) (not present, comments were sent to him per email).

Chapter 12. Explaining Language Loss – the Sakhalin Nivkh case (Ekaterina Gruzdeva)
(unfinished paper, author was not present, comments were sent to her per email).

Chapeter 14. Explaining Language Loss: Why some languages survive / manage to be
revitalized: The case of Karelian (Janne Saarikivi), unfinished paper

Chapter 15. Language nests to Russia? Perspectives and problems (Annika Pasanen /
Sanna-Riikka Knuuttila), unfinished paper

Chapter  16.  Decentralisation  as  a  tool  for  Minority  Language  Maintenance  (Heiko
Marten), unfinished paper.

Chapter  17.  Endangered  Languages  and  Endangered  Archives  in  the  Russian
Federation (Tjeerd de Graaf) (not present, comments were sent to him per email).

The afternoon was dedicated to one of the language minorities of the Republic of Kare-
lia, the Veps. The Veps language is spoken only by approx. 5.000 people. The partici-



pants made an excursion to the Veps Ethnographic Museum in the village of Šoutjärv’,
80 kilometers from Petrozavodsk. The guests were met by a Veps folk music ensemble.
The guided tour in the museum together provided a thorough overview of the life of the
Veps. 

Upon  return,  the  last  chapter  was  discussed  with  one  of  the  authors  leading  the
discussion and taking notes, whereas the other authors could not be present. Chapter
13 deals with Finno-Ugric Minorities of Ingria:  Contemporary Sociolinguistic  situation
and its background (Natalia Kuznetsova /E. Markus / M. Muslimov / F. Rozhanskiy).

The dinner of the last symposium day was organized in the Karelian restaurant Karel-
skaya Gornitsa, an interesting example of the possibilities of ethnotourism in Russia.
The restaurant takes advantage of Karelian elements in both decoration and cuisine
and has become popular  especially  among Finnish tourists.  Janne Saarikivi  gave a
speech  thanking  the  participants  for  the  hard  work  and  Heiko  Marten  returned  the
speech by expressing the gratitude of the participants for the fine organization of the
event and the good spirits.

On the Network

Poga  –  language  survival  network  is  an  interdisciplinary  network  of  scholars  who
specialise in Russian and European minority speech communities from the point of view
of sociolinguistics, social  anthropology and minority protection law. The network lays
special  emphasis  for  interdisciplinary  and  comparative  approach.  It  was  officially
founded in August 2007 in Lovozero (Russia). It has hitherto organised two symposia
and is currently in the process of publishing two books. 

Poga-The  language  Survival  Network  was  founded  in  order  to  produce  information
which  reaches  behind  the  merely  statistical  information  produced  by  the  Russian
officials and clarify the actual linguistic, legal and social circumstances of Russian ethnic
and  linguistic  minorities:  their  situation,  development  perspectives,  threats  and
possibilities. The main areas in which research will be conducted are sociolinguistics
and language sociology, ethnic and linguistic revitalization research, indigenous studies,
legal  anthropology,  human  rights  and  minority  protection  law.  The  network  lays
emphasis on comparative approach and, therefore, consists of scholars many of whom
have  also  conducted  and  continue  to  conduct  research  among  the  EU  minorities
(different Saami groups, Sorbs, Frisians, Basque).

The network was founded in a symposium held in the multilingual town of Lovozero
(Lujavr), Kola Peninsula, Russia, in August 2007 (funded by Volkswagen Foundation),
and  it  was  named after  a  Forest  Enets  (a  highly  endangered  minority  language  of
Western Siberia) word meaning ‘net’. The second symposium was organised in January
15-18, 2009 in Inari (also a four-lingual town). The third took place in the University of
Tartu (funded by Kone Foundation). The two symposia have been attended by leading
specialists.  Among  network  members  are  internationally  well-known  scholars  in
international  law (cf.  Prof.  Martin  Scheinin),  human rights  studies  (Prof.  Ted  Orlin),
anthropology and ethnology (Ronald Niezen, Ludger Müller-Wille) and sociolinguistics
(Nikolai Vakhtin, Suzanne Romaine). 



The network has three main purposes. Firstly, it aims to bring together scholars from
different  scientific  disciplines  to  work  on  current  ethnic  minority  issues  in  Russia.
Secondly, it  wants to foster cooperation and change of ideas between scholars with
Russian  and  “Western”  (European,  USA,  Canada)  background.  Thirdly,  it  wants  to
empower researchers of Russian origin working among their own minorities and help to
produce  efficient  means  implementable  in  practical  minority  protection  and
empowerment.  The  network  has  a  home  page  in  Internet  address  http://www2.hu-
berlin.de/poga/. 

At the same time, it is believed that researchers and activists working in other European
countries  could  profit  from  learning  about  Russian  experiences  with  language
revitalization and minority rights related practices which have remained mainly unknown
outside of Russia (and partly even inside, to other Russian minorities). The network will
not try to implement the policies and politics of EU/EEA countries straight in Russian
context  but  aims  at  creating  productive  change  of  ideas  by  scholars  and  minority
activists  over  from  different  contexts.  Therefore,  the  experiences  of  those  Russian
minority people which have managed to modernise their culture will be actively learned
from.

The network is open for all serious scholars and activists working among Russian and
European ethnic and linguistic minorities. Because of the scholarly background of the
founding members, there has been a certain emphasis on Finno-Ugrian minorities up to
present date,  but  the network will  not  limit  its  activities on these and wants instead
broaden to cover as many and as different Russian minorities as possible. To reach its
aims,  the  network  organises  symposia,  practises  academic  and  popular  scientific
publication activities and, in the future, would like to provide schooling and meetings for
minority activist  from different  EU member states and areas of  Russian Federation.
Currently, the leadership is the hands of Reetta Toivanen, Janne Saarikivi and Michael
Rießler who are also the founding members.

Participants:

Indrek Jääts,  PhD, senior  researcher, Ethnicity and nationalism in  Eastern  Europe,
National Museum of Estonia
Sanna-Riikka Knuuttila, PhD student, researcher, University of Joensuu
Denis Kuzmin, PhD, researcher, Karelian Research Center of the Russian Academy of
Sciences
Natalia  Kuznetsova,  PhD,  researcher, RAS  Institute  of  Linguistic  Research,  St.
Petersburg
Heini Lehtonen, PhD student, Finnish Studies, University of Helsinki
Heiko Marten, PhD, university lecturer, German linguistics, Tallinn University
Irma Mullonen,  PhD, director  of  the  Institute  of  Linguistics,  History  and  Literature,
Petrozavodsk
Kaisa Oikarinen, student, Finno-Ugrian Studies, University of Helsinki
Michael  Rießler,  PhD, researcher,  Co-leader  of  the  Poga  –  The  language  survival
network, University of Freiburg



Janne Saarikivi,  PhD act. professor, Finno-Ugrian Studies,  Co-leader of the Poga –
The language survival network, University of Helsinki
Zinaida  Strogalščikova,  PhD,  Senior  Research  Associate,  Institute  of  Linguistics,
History and Literature of the Karelian Research Centre 
Reetta  Toivanen,  PhD Senior  researcher,  Co-leader  of  the  Poga  –  The  language
survival network, Centre of Excellence in Global Governance Research, University of
Helsinki
Konstantin Zamyatin, PhD student, Finno-Ugrian Studies, University of Helsinki


